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Top Story

The U.S. Supreme Court
has agreed to hear a Bush
administration challenge
to an OREGON law allow-

ing doctor-assisted
suicide...and to offer a
final word on whether

states can legally decide
the matter for themselves.
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Governors
Oregon battles feds to keep right to die law

fter years of political wrangling, the U. S. Supreme Court ha

agreed to hear the Bush administration’s challenge to OR

GON’s assisted suicide law. The case, which could be

decided as early as this fall, is expected to determine once and for a

whether states can legally allow doctors to prescribe narcotics spec

cally to end a terminally ill patient’s life.
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The high court’s decision to intervene into the

matter comes as HAWAII, CALIFORNIA, ARI-

ZONA and VERMONT ponder bills that would

emulate the Beaver State statute, known as the

Death With Dignity Act (DDA). The law, the only

one of its kind in the nation, allows patients with

less than six months to live to seek the fatal pre-

scription, with three caveats: at least two physi-

cians have confirmed the diagnosis, and both have

deemed the patient to be mentally competent and

is acting voluntarily. The patient must also take

the prescribed medications himself.

The DDA has been under constant state and

federal scrutiny almost from the day voters nar-

rowly approved it in 1994 (See May 31, 2004

State Net Capitol Journal). A state court ruling

kept it from going into effect until 1997, the same

year voters overwhelmingly rejected a repeal ref-

erendum. Since then, at least 200 terminally ill

Oregonians have used lethal doses of prescribed

narcotics to take their own lives, according to the Oregon Solicitor General.

That comes in spite of persistent opposition from conservative Republica

most notably ILLINOIS Sen. Henry Hyde and former MISSOURI Governor an

U.S. Attorney General John Ashcroft. Each man lobbied former Atty. Gen. Ja

Reno to declare the DDA a violation of federal law, but Reno instead declare

that federal drug laws do not bar states from allowing doctors to prescribe d

for suicides. After Ashcroft took over Reno’s job in 2001, he immediately issu

a directive making assisted suicide a crime under the federal Controlled Sub

stances Act, which is designed to combat illegal narcotic trafficking and con

the dispersal of legal pharmaceutical drugs. A federal judge blocked Ashcro

directive after it was challenged by Oregon Atty. Gen. Hardy Myers and a col

tion of right-to-die supporters and patients. The 9th Circuit Court of Appeals

rejected Ashcroft’s argument last May.

That decision was not the 9th Circuit’s first in regard to assisted suicide. 

court ruled in 1997 that terminally ill patients had a constitutional right to have

doctor help them to end their own lives, a direct rejoinder to a WASHINGTO

law that made such an action illegal. The U.S. Supreme Court disagreed an

overturned that decision later that year. The high court did, however, say in 

dering their verdict that the issue of physician-assisted suicide should ultima

rest with states, not with the federal government.

The Week in Se

Letters indicate special/extraordinary s

States in Regular Session:
AK, AL, AR, AZ, CA, CO, DC, GA, 
ID, IL, IN, KS, KY, MA, MD, ME, MI,
MO, MS, MT, NC, ND, NE, NH, NJ,
NV,  NY, OH, OK, OR, SC, SD, TN,
UT, VA, VT, WA, WI, WV, WY

States in Special Session:  C

States in Recess:
DE, CT, PA (In Budget Hearings), R

Currently Prefiling:
FL (Drafts for 2005)

States Projected to Adjourn:
VA, UT

States Adjourned in 2005:
DC “z”, IL “z”, MA “z”, NY “z”

States in Special Session
Adjourned in 2005:
DE “c”, FL “a”, MD “a”, WI “a”,
WV “a”

Source: State Net,
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As might be expected, the

high court’s decision to hear the

case drew praise from those who

wish to see the law abolished and

frustration from its supporters.

“The court has an opportunity

to ensure that patients receive

truly compassionate care and pain

relief by limiting physicians’ use

of narcotics for healing — not

death,” said Dr. Davis Stevens,

executive director for the Christian

Medical Association, which

opposes any form of assisted sui-

cide or euthanasia.

Meanwhile, right-to-die offi-

cials expressed disappointment in

the court’s intervention, noting

that Oregon voters have twice

voted in favor of the statute, and

that two lower courts have upheld

its legality. Supporters did say,

however, that they welcome the

chance to put the matter to rest

once and for all.

Eli D. Stutsman, an Oregon-

based lawyer who helped to draft

the original legislation, also wel-

comed a final decision, calling the

Supreme Court’s intervention “an

opportunity for the Death With Dignity law to win at the highest level, to finally b

validated on a national stage.”

Should the court uphold the Bush administration’s challenge — now known

Gonzales vs. Oregon, after new U.S. Attorney General Alberto Gonzales — it wo

essentially nullify the Oregon statute, while an Oregon win would be a dramatic

boost to those states considering similar legislation. More than 40 states curre

have laws that explicitly outlaw assisted suicide. (SACRAMENTO BEE, LOS

ANGELES TIMES, ASSOCIATED PRESS, CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR

NEW YORK TIMES)

— By RICH EHISEN

Bird’s eye view

States pump up tax revenue

States implemented about $8 billion in net
tax increases in fiscal year 2004, prompt-
ing general fund tax revenue growth of 7.5
percent. That figure marks the strongest
tax revenue growth rate since 2000, accord-
ing to the Nelson A. Rockefeller Institute of Gove
which conducts public policy research for the Sta
sity of NEW YORK. The report notes that legisla
hikes added 1.7 percent to that overall growth, w
have been 5.8 percent otherwise. Overall, 29 sta
revenue hikes of at least 7 percent, led by NEVA
ping 23.7 percent growth. Only two states, MICH
MISSISSIPPI, had tax revenue declines. The ac
ing map shows the change in tax revenue by sta
adjusted for legislative changes, from fiscal year
fiscal year 2004.
3
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Budget & taxes

EW LONG-TERM CARE PLAN CATCHING ON : A trio of

states have come up with an innovative way of providing long-ter

care for their poor elderly and disabled residents, and other states

starting to pick up on it. Under the program, called “cash and counseling,” sta

give money directly to residents and allow them to hire their own home care

ers rather than selecting home-care workers for residents as they have trad

ally done under their Medicaid programs. ARKANSAS, FLORIDA and NEW

JERSEY initiated the program on a trial basis in the 1990s in an effort to enc

age the use of home care as an alternative to nursing home care, which is o

the fasting rising costs associated with Medicaid. The program was so succ

ful that 11 more states — ALABAMA, IOWA, KENTUCKY, MICHIGAN,

MINNESOTA, NEW MEXICO, PENNSYLVANIA, RHODE ISLAND, VER-

MONT, WASHINGTON and WEST VIRGINIA — started cash-and-counselin

programs last October. Those states were actually among twenty-one that 

peted for grants sponsored by the U.S. Department of Health and Human S

vices and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. ILLINOIS lost out on one 

those grants, but did garner a $350,000 grant from a Chicago-based philan

thropic group and will commence its own program this year. And last month

GEORGIA Gov. Sonny Perdue (R) endorsed a legislative proposal to launc

cash-and-counseling program in the Peach State. According to cash-and-c

seling advocates, these programs not only reduce states’ nursing-home an

pital care costs, they are often cheaper than traditional Medicaid-selected i

home services because participants tend to rely on friends and family mem

for their care. In Arkansas, which started the nation’s first program in 1998,

about 75 percent of the participants choose family members — other than

spouses, which are excluded — as their caregivers, while the majority of the

ers hire friends, neighbors and other acquaintances. The program appears t

win for participants as well. A study conducted by the state government rese

group Mathematica Policy Research in Princeton, NEW JERSEY found tha

participants of the Arkansas’ program tended to be more satisfied with hom

care and enjoyed a better quality of life. (STATELINE.ORG)

MI STARTS BUDGET FROM SCRATCH : Earlier this month, MICHI-

GAN’s Democratic Gov. Jennifer Granholm (D) unveiled a budget proposal p

terned on guidelines outlined in The Price of Government, a popular book o

how to make government more fiscally efficient. Now the state’s Republican

N

4



S
ta

te
 N

et
 C

ap
ito

l J
ou

rn
al

wn

e

dget

a-

d how

on’t

pro-

lt-

to

l dif-

e and

ies

ot

live,”

 had

 each

ion

 com-

ls to

CI-

n-

 the

gen-

eded

U-

ry.

t

ics

a

-

mes
controlled Legislature is attempting to use those same guidelines to set its o

budget priorities, basically rethinking the whole purpose of government in th

process. Over the next few weeks, instead of simply slashing the current bu

to erase a projected $773 million shortfall, lawmakers will ponder such fund

mental questions as what services residents expect the state to provide, an

best to deliver them. Some observers are a little skeptical about the idea. “I d

know how the Legislature is going to handle a transformation of the budget 

cess,” said Craig Ruff of the Lansing-based think tank, Public Sector Consu

ants. “You’re starting from scratch.” But it could actually be pretty interesting

watch the state try to remake the wheel, and contend not only with the usua

ferences between the governor and Legislature, or even between the Hous

Senate, but among the 148 individual lawmakers who represent constituenc

ranging from urban Detroit to the Upper Peninsula. “The contest of wills is n

so much one of partisanship, but is based on different needs, where people

said Ruff. (LANSING STATE JOURNAL)

BUDGETS IN BRIEF : For the third year in a row, theMARYLAND  Sen-

ate has passed a slot machine gambling bill. As of press time, the measure

not yet been voted on by the House, which has killed the slots proposals in

of the last two years (BALTIMORE SUN). • Last Thursday, aMICHIGAN Sen-

ate panel rejected Gov. Jennifer Granholm’s (D) plan to deal with a $376 mill

shortfall in the current budget, hours after the plan had been approved by a

mittee in the House. Senate Republicans had opposed Granholm’s proposa

cut higher education funding and close a prison in western Michigan (ASSO

ATED PRESS, LANSING STATE JOURNAL, DETROIT FREE PRESS). •

CONNECTICUT  Gov. M. Jodi Rell (R) called a summit last week to seek co

sistency in pay for the heads of public agencies. Rell had been shocked by

results of an audit that revealed the chief executives of several quasi-public a

cies received widely inconsistent perks and salaries that in some cases exce

those of her own commissioners and the governor herself (HARTFORD CO

RANT). • CALIFORNIA Gov . Arnold Schwarzenegger (R) has thrown his

celebrity power behind a bill to grant tax breaks to the entertainment indust

The legislation is aimed at keeping film productions in the Golden State, bu

with in-state production having increased by 20 percent last year, some crit

are questioning the efficacy of providing tax breaks to a healthy industry at 

time when funding is being cut for schools and the elderly (SAN JOSE MER

CURY NEWS). •IOWA  Gov. Tom Vilsack (D) has floated a proposal to base

property taxes on a flat percentage of a property’s value. Under the plan, ho

would be taxed at a flat rate of 1 percent (QUAD-CITY TIMES). •RHODE
5
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ISLAND  is having only mixed success with its program to collect millions in

unpaid taxes and court fees by catching scofflaws when they renew their driv

or professional license. The effort has been hampered by the fact that few o

state’s databases contain Social Security numbers for license holders (PRO

DENCE JOURNAL).

— Compiled by KOREY CLARK
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PECIAL ELECTION STAMPEDE IN CA : Gov. Arnold

Schwarzenegger’s (R) plan to hold a special election this year to “bl

up the boxes” of CALIFORNIA government could lead to some of th

most significant political changes in the state’s history. At the very least, it m

produce one of the most crowded election ballots ever. So far, eighty-one m

sures have been submitted to the Attorney General’s Office for approval, de

the fact that the election hasn’t actually been scheduled yet. Granted, many o

proposals won’t appear on the ballot even when a date is set; a measure to

illegal immigrants from obtaining drivers’ licenses, for instance, was droppe

two weeks ago, after supporters failed to gather enough signatures. But the

ber of ballot submissions in just the first few months of this year already equ

the total for the whole year in 2003. The Attorney General’s Office has had 

assign 20 full-time deputies to handle the volume. Tim Hodson, director of t

Center for California Studies at California State University Sacramento, said

Schwarzenegger’s decision to call a special election “could be the Pandora’s

of 2005.” The problem for the governor is that while he can decide when to h

the election, he cannot decide what goes on the ballot. And various Democ

interests, including organized labor and consumer groups, have made it ver

clear that they’ll load up the ballot with initiatives of their own, some relating

proposals Schwarzenegger vetoed last year, such as a discount prescriptio

program, an increase in the minimum wage and re-regulation of the energy

industry. Consequently, the governor has repeatedly professed his desire to

tiate with the Legislature. “My preference is to work with the Legislature

upstairs, and Democrats and Republicans, bring them all together and work

this out, because they were sent here to solve the problems in California,” he

in a recent radio interview. But it is unlikely he’ll generate much support amo

the Democrats who control both chambers for his “reform agenda,” which

includes imposing tighter control over state spending, replacing the current 

lic employee retirement system with a 401(k)-style pension plan, changing t

S

6



N
et

 C
ap

ito
l J

ou
rn

al

d and

ends

rive

has

he

t

nt

N-

y

ay

ay.

r

ion

 on

g

 to

on-

pas-

-

mit-

uch

s, gay

like

ge

0

d

ubt

 see

e

way teachers are paid from a tenure-based system to one that is merit-base

taking the job of legislative redistricting away from the Legislature.

Schwarzenegger, himself, has set a deadline of March 1, after which he int

to start campaigning heavily for his initiatives. And he has already started a d

to raise $50 million to promote the measures. The way things are shaping up

prompted one veteran of California’s ballot wars, Lewis Uhler, president of t

conservative National Tax Limitation Committee, to comment, “I’m looking a

this as Armageddon. It could turn out to be the most interesting and importa

political process reform year in the history of the state.” (SAN DIEGO UNIO

TRIBUNE)

NATIONAL ELECTORAL CHANGES IN WORKS : Defeated presiden-

tial candidate U.S. Sen. John F. Kerry and fellow Democrat U.S. Sen. Hillar

Rodham Clinton have introduced legislation that would significantly alter the

nation’s election process. Among other things, the bill would make election d

a federal holiday and would allow voters to register and vote on the same d

Kerry said the legislation “is not partisan, or shouldn’t be,” but it’s pretty clea

that is not the case, judging by how different their proposal is from the elect

reform plan introduced by the Republicans. Where the Democrats’ focus is

increasing voter turnout, the Republicans are more concerned with reducin

voter fraud; one of the main provisions of the GOP bill would require voters

show ID before they could cast a ballot. With the Republicans in control of C

gress, it isn’t too difficult to figure out which measure has a better chance of

sage, but observers say the competing plans demonstrate that voting

irregularities are a major concern for both parties. (LOS ANGELES TIMES)

POLITICS IN BRIEF : TENNESSEE lawmakers have filed a record num

ber of bills this session. As of the Feb. 17 filing deadline, the Senate had sub

ted 2,337 bills, while the House was at 2,239 and counting. Most covered s

weighty issues as TennCare, methamphetamine abuse, lottery scholarship

marriage and abortion, but a few more frivolous subjects also were covered,

whether bartenders should be allowed to drink on the job and whether colle

students should have a “bill of rights” to protect their political views. About 40

of the bills are expected to become law (TENNESSEAN [NASHVILLE]). • Fe

up with hyper-partisanship in theOREGON Legislature, Sen. Charlie Ringo

(D) has introduced a bill to make the body nonpartisan. While observers do

the Legislature will agree to such a sweeping reform, they say voters could

ballot a measure on the issue next year (OREGONIAN [PORTLAND]). • Th
S
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MONTANA House rejected a bill (HB 490) last week that would have institute

a closed primary, requiring residents to register to vote by party and cast on

their own party’s ballot. Currently, Montanans register without having to decla

party and can choose any party’s ballot (BILLINGS GAZETTE). • The

ALASKA  House has begun deliberating a bill that would forbid the state fro

spending money on a new Capitol building in Juneau without a statewide vo

Juneau, meanwhile unveiled competing, futuristic designs for that building,

which it is hoping will cement its status as the state’s capital city (ANCHOR-

AGE DAILY NEWS).

— Compiled by KOREY CLARK
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URKOWSKI TO SELL ANWR OIL LEASES? ALASKA Gov.

Frank Murkowski (R) told Congressional leaders that the Last

Frontier State might start selling oil leases in state waters just no

of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, even if Congress does not allow drilling

within the refuge itself. Murkowski made his comments while testifying before

subcommittee of the U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Energy a

Commerce, noting the state has “waited patiently” for Congress to open up t

environmental area, and would not “stand by idly forever” waiting for lawmake

to make a decision. What he didn’t say is that the state has already been offe

the area up to oil companies for the last year, with little to no interest in retur

Murkowski blames the slow going on the need for an expensive pipeline to fun

the crude from offshore drilling units to state-owned land near ANWR. That i

has traditionally drawn opposition from North Slope villagers, who hunt whal

and fish in those waters. Murkowski told reporters he thinks the state could

appease villagers by promising safeguards and by agreeing not to drill durin

bowhead whale migration season. (FAIRBANKS DAILY NEWS-MINER)

BLUNT TOO BLUNT?  MISSOURI Gov. Matt

Blunt (R) didn’t make any friends on the other side o

the aisle last week when he claimed that finding Dem

ocratic supporters in the Show Me State required

going “places where nobody wants to live anymore.

The comment drew an immediate firestorm of con-

demnation from Show Me State Dems, who called o

M

ming Elections
21/05 - 03/07/05)

 Louisiana  (Spec General)
ist 096 (Orleans)

 Louisiana
mary)
istrict 029, 036, 066
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Dem
the freshman chief executive to apologize. Democratic

Party Chairman Roger Wilson was particularly

incensed, saying that the comment was a slap in the

face to Democrats across the state. “You don’t take an

oath of office to represent only these areas and say,

‘I’m not going to represent these others.’” Blunt

spokesperson Spence Jackson dismissed the criticism

as “ridiculous,” saying Dems were taking Blunt’s com-

ments out of context. Wilson acknowledged the line

was most likely written by a speechwriter, but added

that if so, that person should “be fired.” (KANSAS

CITY STAR)

SCHWARZENEGGER BACKS OFF : CALIFORNIA Gov. Arnold

Schwarzenegger (R) last week conceded defeat in one of his first major effort

reshape state government when he withdrew his proposal to abolish 88 indepe

boards and commissions, including ones that regulate doctors, accountants a

other California professionals. Schwarzenegger’s plan to eliminate the panels

one of two main reorganization plans to come out of the California Performanc

Review, which he convened last year to recommend improvements in the stat

expansive bureaucracy. The governor backed off when lawmakers of both par

rushed to the defense of the panels, which provide advice on heart disease, h

speed railroads and racial profiling in addition to regulatory functions. The propo

also was drawing a very hostile reaction from the state’s independent Little Hoo

Commission, which under state law must evaluate any reorganization proposa

While their recommendations are not binding, a negative assessment would h

virtually ensured that lawmakers would reject the plan. Schwarzenegger ackn

edged that in a letter to the Commission, writing that he had “concluded that th

proposal will benefit from further review." (LOS ANGELES TIMES)

GOVERNORS IN BRIEF:  Speaking of “The

Governator,” a new Field Poll showsCALIFORNIA

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger’s (R) latest approval ra

ing (55 percent) has slipped 10 percentage points sin

September (65 percent). That mark is actually lower

than the 62 percent approval rating enjoyed by recall

Gov. Gray Davis (D) at an identical stage in his term

(SACRAMENTO BEE). •VIRGINIA  Gov. Mark

Warner (D) andOHIO  Gov. Bob Taft (R) called last

Quote...
“It didn’t mean any
It was a throwaway
—Spence Jackson, spo

son for MISSOURI G
Blunt (R), defending the
nor’s comment that Dem

in the Show Me State cou
be found “where 

wants

quote
ple need to learn
rnor doesn’t have

away lines.”
ponse from MISSOURI
ocratic Party Chairman

Roger Wilson.
(KANSAS CITY STAR)
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week for states to enact significant high school curriculum reform as a way to

ter prepare students for college and the workforce. The two governors made 

announcement as they were preparing to host the two-day National Educatio

Summit in Washington D.C., which annually brings together almost all state g

ernors and their education advisers to plan education policy in their states

(STATELINE.ORG). •MASSACHUSETTS Gov. Mitt Romney (R) proposed a

$600 million plan to boost job growth by streamlining development rules, cutt

unemployment insurance taxes, increasing the state’s marketing efforts, and 

geting incentives at companies that expand in or relocate to the Bay State (B

TON GLOBE).

— Compiled by RICH EHISEN
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USINESS: A COLORADO  Senate committee endorses SB 23, legis

tion that would bar the Centennial State from contracting with private

sector companies that provide services with workers based in other c

tries. It migrates to the full Senate (DENVER POST). • TheGEORGIA  Senate

unanimously approves SB 46, which would prohibit wireless phone companie

from charging customers for refusing to have their number published in a nati

cell phone number directory. It moves to the House (ATLANTA JOURNAL CON

STITUTION). • Still in GEORGIA , the Peach State Senate votes 47-0 in favor

a bill prohibiting people from selling goods and services to passengers on pu

transportation. It also heads to the House (ATLANTA JOURNAL CONSTITU-

TION).

CRIME & PUNISHMENT : TheNEW MEXICO  House okay’s HB 165,

which would require convicted sex offenders to submit a DNA sample to local

authorities when they register in a new locale. The bill would also impose a lif

time registration requirement for certain crimes. The bill now goes to the Sena

(SANTA FE NEW MEXICAN). • The U.S. Supreme Court rules thatCALIFOR-

NIA  must end its unwritten but long-standing policy of segregating new prison

by race. The high court said segregation is an option only when the state can p

it has no race-neutral way to prevent interracial violence (WASHINGTON POS

LOS ANGELES TIMES). • TheKANSAS Senate unanimously endorses a mea

sure that would make it illegal for law enforcement officers to profile suspects

based only on their race, ethnicity, nationality, gender or religious dress. It mo

B
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to the House (LAWRENCE JOURNAL-WORLD). • TheNEW HAMPSHIRE

House approves HB 46, which would allow first-time drunken drivers to get th

convictions reduced from a felony to a misdemeanor if they follow recommen

treatment and stay clean of alcohol-related offenses for one year. The measu

swerves off to the Senate for review (NASHUA TELEGRAPH). • TheARKAN-

SAS Senate approves a bill that would require cold medicines containing pseu

doephedrine-based products to be sold only in pharmacies, and only from be

the counter. Pseudoephedrine is a prime ingredient in most cold tablets, but is

a key component in making illegal methamphetamine, also known as crank o

speed. It moves to Gov. Mike Huckabee (R), who is expected to sign it into la

(LOG CABIN DEMOCRAT).

EDUCATION : TheMONTANA  House flunks HB 456, which would have

allowed the creation of charter schools that would not have had to adhere to m

state school regulations, including accreditation standards, negotiated labor a

ments, the federal No Child Left Behind Act and teacher licensure (BILLINGS

GAZETTE). • Federal education officials reverse field and announce thatUTAH

standards for teacher quality do comply with the federal No Child Left Behind la

The action reverses findings issued earlier this year. Federal officials grant sim

flexibility to NORTH DAKOTA , whose elementary teacher quality standards al

were originally deemed insufficient (SALT LAKE TRIBUNE).

ENVIRONMENT : TheVIRGINIA  House endorses legislation that would

direct the state’s liaison office to work with the Old Dominion State’s congres-

sional delegation to get a federal moratorium on natural-gas exploration and p

duction lifted. The bill now heads to Gov. Mark Warner (D) for review

(RICHMOND TIMES DISPATCH). • ANEW MEXICO  House committee

endorses HB 47, legislation that would take away all state Game and Fish De

oversight of mountain lions. The measure will also allow ranchers and hunter

wide latitude to shoot the big cats on sight. The measure now pounces on the

House (SANTE FE NEW MEXICAN).

HEALTH & SCIENCE : TheARIZONA  Senate approves SB 1035, which

would allow doctors being sued in malpractice cases to apologize to their pat

without having it used against them in court. SB 1035, dubbed the “I’m Sorry”

measure, goes to the House (ARIZONA REPUBLIC). • TheNEW MEXICO

House gives its nod to a bill that would allow Land of Enchantment optometrists

perform some eye surgery procedures previously conducted only by ophthalm

gists.OKLAHOMA  is the only other state to allow optometrists to perform sur
11
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gery. Optometrists are not medical doctors; ophthalmologists are medical do

that specialize in diseases of the eye (SANTA FE NEW MEXICAN).

SOCIAL POLICY : An ALABAMA  House committee endorses a measure

that would constitutionally bar illegal immigrants from receiving services from

state, city and county governments. It must now go before the full House (BIR

MINGHAM NEWS). • TheINDIANA  Senate easily passes Senate Joint Reso

tion 7, a proposal to amend the Hoosier State constitution to ban same-sex

marriage. It moves to the House, where it is also expected to pass (INDIANA

LIS STAR). • ACONNECTICUT  House committee signs off on a measure th

would make the Constitution State only the second in the nation to adopt civi

unions for same-sex couples.VERMONT was the first state to adopt civil unions

which afford same-sex couples nearly all of the same rights and responsibilitie

marriage.CALIFORNIA’s  domestic partnership statute also affords most of th

same rights as marriage. It now moves to the House floor (HARTFORD COU

RANT).

POTPOURRI: TheOREGON House okay’s HB 2223, which would wipe

out a Beaver State law that bars panhandlers from soliciting for cash along ro

ways. A state court deemed the law to be unconstitutional nine years ago, bu

police have continued to cite people who ask motorists and pedestrians for mo

food or a job. This has led to several civil suits being brought against police a

local governments, often resulting in significant payouts to plaintiffs. The meas

now shuffles off to the Senate (CORVALLIS GAZETTE-TIMES). • TheUTAH

House logs on to HB 260, a measure that would establish a rating system for

sites and a registry for those containing adult content. It moves to the full Hou

(SALT LAKE TRIBUNE). • TheKANSAS House endorses HB 2284, which

makes it legal for mothers to breast feed their babies in public...provided they

“discreet.” It moves to the Senate (LAWRENCE JOURNAL-WORLD). • The

NEW HAMPSHIRE  House gives the green light to HB 286, a measure that

would bar pocket bikes and motorized scooters, two and three-wheeled mac

popular with kids, from Granite State roadways. It races off to the Senate

(NASHUA TELEGRAPH).

— Compiled by RICH EHISEN
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Once around
the statehouse lightly
ET ’EM LOOK AT THE WALL. No use gussying up a place that’s

supposed to be drab, especially when the public trough is running lo

So, a slice of the prison budget in WASHINGTON is about to have a

meet-and-greet with the axe if the efforts of one lawmaker come to pass. Curre

reportsThe Seattle Times, the cost of constructing a public building must include

one half of one percent for public art. This includes prisons and jails. But these

tough budget times, grumps Democratic state Sen. Mike Sells of Everett. His

would exempt correctional facilities from the requirement. Maybe some of the

graffiti artists in stir could paint a mural.

CHILDREN’S BOOK DEPARTMENT. First, it was Maria Shriver in CALI-

FORNIA. Now, NEW YORK First Lady Libby Pataki has written a children’s

book called “Madison in New York.” But as theAlbany Times Unionnotes, Pataki

stepped in it by trying to license the name “New Yorkie” — which is the name

the fictional dog in her story. Apparently, that attempt to cash in has miffed a r

dog, “Schmitty the real New Yorkie” who has been bouncing around ad-ville f

some time, posing for greeting cards. Schmitty’s owner even filed for a tradem

back in 2003, and the owner reports that Schmitty was “very sad” at the news

his name —and potential earning power — were being usurped by a mutt wh

doesn’t even exist. Schmitty won the court battle when Pataki agreed not to lice

“New Yorkie” or include the pup in any future books. Maybe she could write

another book about a cat named Hillary? Oh, wait …

A HERO IN ONE PERSON’S EYE … is not necessarily a hero to everyone

Not if the hero in question is VIRGINIA Sen. Pres. pro Tem. John Chichester. L

year, the 67-year-old Republican, who has served in the Legislature since 19

teamed with Democratic Gov. Mark Warner to overhaul the state’s tax system

which boosted taxes for Commonwealth citizens by some $1.2 billion. That e

landed both Chichester and Warner on the cover ofGoverningmagazine as two of

the top public officials in the country, reports Stateline.org. It also landed Chic

ter in deep hot water with his fellow Republicans, especially those who tilt heav

to the right. Hero? Hardly. To them, Chichester is a first-class traitor.
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TO THE BATTLEMENTS. As Jihads

go, this one is kind of puny, but lawmakers

who represent Jefferson County nonetheless

declared “holy war” last week on their col-

leagues in the ALABAMA Legislature. The

spark that launched a thousand lips? A

House refusal to buy a domed stadium for

the county’s biggest city, Birmingham. As

theBirmingham News reports, Jefferson

County legislators brought the House to a

standstill with a filibuster, delaying passage

of a bill to provide $80 million for improve-

ments in and around the capital of Mont-

gomery. Jefferson folk were asking for $150

million for their community bauble.

STUPID PET TRICK.  This week’s

entry comes from CALIFORNIA where five

Democratic lawmakers flew off to HAWAII

for the Pro Bowl football game, with the tab

paid for by a mortgage company accused of

fraudulent sales tactics. Assm. Spkr. Fabian Nunez of Los Angeles was amon

those who took the freebie, as was the chair of the Assembly Rules Committe

Cindy Montanez. According to theLos Angeles Times, the trip was billed as a

fundraiser because several business groups also represented in Oahu pledge

money to help finance Democratic Assembly campaigns in 2006. Just a crea

way to raise a little money, says Democratic Party Chmn. Art Torres. Yes, and

build public trust in the institution at the same time. A two-fer.

— By A.G. BLOCK

In the Hopper

 — Compiled By GINA HUMMELL
(Measures current as of 2/24/05)

Source:State Net

State Net’s database tracks tens of

thousands of bills in all 50 states at

any given time. Here’s a snapshot of

what’s in the legislative works:

Number of 2005 prefiles last
week: 515

Number of 2005 Intros last week:
9,871

Number of bills enacted/adopted
last week: 844

Number of 2005 prefiles to date:
25,942

Number of 2005 Intros to date:
92,002

Number of enacted/adopted
overall in 2005: 3,317
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