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Party conventions hold
little drama, but they do
allow ambitious governors

to reach a huge audience C oming in second doesn’t usually bode well for career-driven

Demacratic Governors Compete for National Spotlight

”_7 hopes 0fOI_7(_9 aay lawmakers, but don't tell that to IOWA Gov. Tom Vilsack
leaving state politics to (D), whose recent stint on the short list of vice-presidential
make good on the candidates has made him a rising national star in the Democratic Party.
national scene. Vilsack was in high demand last week at the Democratic National Con-




vention, being sought out regularly by reporters from bot
the print and electronic national media that he says did . .

_ _ _ available this
even know his name just a few short years ago. But Vilsg week on the
was only one of a large number of Democratic governor S Py e RN AW R 1
who came to Boston with dual agendas: to officially plac
MASSACHUSETTS Sen. John Kerry on top of the Party NN icc e e
presidential ticket while also staking a claim on their owralEISEIEEL LGRS S

" LA, MD, ME, MN, MO, MS,
political futures. NC, NE, NH, NM, OK, R,

Vilsack, who is also the chairman of the Democratic [ RAEAAGIAAE
. WA, Wi, Wy, wy
Governors Association, was clearly one of the conventio
most sought after people. The lowa governor and his wif 2003-04 State Session

State Recaps

Recaps showcase legislative

Christie, were in constant motion, being shepherded via statistics for each state.
ousine to more than 50 events, which many viewed as a
reward for their early endorsement of Kerry’s campaign. NEW YORK delegate
Stuart Shapiro summed up how many felt about the runner-up to eventual vice-
presidential selection John Edwards when he said that Vilsack was “important
to the party and the political landscape nationally” and “part of the foundation
of the new Democratic leadership.”

But while Vilsack was clearly a focal point of the media’s attention, a col-
lection of fellow Democratic governors were also working hard to load their
barns with political hay. Kathleen Sebelius of KANSAS, Mark Warner of
VIRGINIA, Janet Napolitano of ARIZONA, Rod Blagojevich of ILLINOIS,

Jim McGreevey of NEW JERSEY, Jennifer Granholm of MICHIGAN, John
Baldacci of MAINE and Ed Rendell of PENNSYLVANIA used the high-pro-
file event to network, make speeches and generally work toward advancing
their careers to the national level.

Sebelius was also among the early mentions for the VP slot, but fell out of
that race early. But Party managers love that she managed to win a heavily
Republican state like Kansas, giving them hope that she could help influence
the Sunflower State to lean Kerry’s way in November. Kansas voted for Presi-
dent George W. Bush in 2000. Although she spent the week giving the standard
“I just want to be governor of (fill in the name)” speech that most governors
gave when questioned about their future ambitions, nobody would be surprised
if a Kerry win lures her into a national position.

Arizona’s Napolitano is another governor who drew speculation about join-
ing the ticket. That talk also ended quickly, but based on her role in the conven-
tion, she has reserved a seat on the Party’s fast track. Napolitano was granted a
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prime-time speaking opportunity on the same night as Massachusetts Sen. Ted
Kennedy, Senate Democratic Leader Tom Daschle, Ron Reagan, Teresa Heinz
Kerry and keynote speaker, lllinois U.S. Senate candidate Barack Obama.
lllinois’ Rod Blagojevich has also inspired talk of 2008 should Kerry not
beat Bush in November. The outspoken Blagojevich has forged a love-hate rela-
tionship with some Prairie State Democrats — they hate his penchant for tardi-
ness and blunt manner, which is often viewed as arrogant, but love his ability to
raise campaign cash, more than $6.2 million at last count. lllinois House
Speaker Michael Madigan, who is also chairman of the state’s Democratic
Party, acknowledges Blagojevich’s national ambitions, but says the governor’s
chances realistically lie “a little bit down the road.” As for Blagojevich himself,
he chose to coyly defer any commitment to running for re-election in 2006...and
to affirm his desire to spend the rest of his current term as “the best possible
governor | can be.”

All the talk of seeking even higher office was lost on Michigan’s Granholm,
who is barred from ever seeking the presidency because she was born in Can-
ada. That limitation did not stop Granholm, who is often noted as much for her
personal appearance as her policy stances, from creating a buzz of her own,
including Vilsack-like media requests.

“She’s a star,” said Larry Sabato, director of the University of Virginia Cen-
ter for Politics. “She is a woman governor of a large, powerful important state.
She is gorgeous on television and a great speaker. What more could you ask?”

Granholm, whose husband is the co-chairman of the Wolverine State’s

Kerry campaign, said she is grateful to never have to face that pressure herself.

“What an ordeal,” she said. “It is a marathon, a war, the complete elimina-
tion of your personal life. Personally, | don’t think | could make that kind of
sacrifice.”

Whether the bulk of her gubernatorial colleagues feels the same is yet to be
seen. (DAILY HERALD [CHICAGO], ARIZONA REPUBLIC, TRENTON
TIMES, KANSAS CITY STAR, PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER, LANSING
STATE JOURNAL, TOLEDO BLADE, PORTLAND PRESS HERALD,
RICHMOND TIMES-DISPATCH, DES MOINES REGISTER)

HUCKABEE CHANGES CLEMENCY POLICIES : Most people
around the ARKANSAS statehouse know Gov. Mike Huckabee (R), a former
Baptist pastor, as a compassionate, caring person. But Huckabee'’s religious
background and belief in redemption for convicted prisoners has also drawn him
significant criticism in recent weeks from both victims’ families and state prose-
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cutors who say the governor has been t( The Week in SeSSi 0

quick to grant freedom to a host of viole
criminals. The governor was also States in Regular Session:
: - CA, MA, MI, NY
upbraided for not explaining the reasong
for his clemency recommendations. HuCEESIEACSRURSI S EURSISSST ST RN ol ey
abee finally yielded to the pressure last RS RIR St R ]
week when he announced he would char Atk
] KY “a” on TBA
his approach to the clemency process a V=R Rz
begin releasing written explanations to States in Recess:
support his clemency decisions. He had et SR RN R\ N LS
resisted such a commitment in recent States in Skeleton Session: OH
weeks by saying that doing so would co .
i Currently Prefiling:

the state too much money, but said later R IOIE IR S 0:)

“ : . . MT(Drafts for 2005)
that “the public deserves an explanation NV/(Drafts for 2005)
the reasoning behind each decision.” Hg

. . .. . States Adjourned:

also noted that early in his administratio SIS R R f N =IR NI R/
he was advised not to elaborate on the RSN oL s S

i _ MD, ME, MN, MO, MS, NC, NE, NH, NM,
basis for granting clemency for fear of OK, RI, SC, SD, TN, UT, VA, VT, WA, WI,
spurring other inmates to tailor their cle WV, WY
ency requests to fit his published explanESEICERES I ET RIS fol))

tions. (ARKANSAS NEWS BUREAU) [Vt

“a”, CT “b”, CT “c”, CT “d”, DE “a”, GA “a”,
IL “a-g”, LA “a”, ME “b”, MS “a”, MS “b”,
FLETCHER GETS LAST LAUGH NY “a”, OR “a”, TX “d”, UT “a”, UT “c”, VA
. “a”, VA “b”, WA “a”, WA “b”, WA “c”, WI
ON LENO: When .K.ENTUCKY. recently | d WI e W1 WI g, WV "2, WY D",
launched a $15 million campaign to WY “a”
improve its image, “The Tonight Show” Projected Regular Session
host Jay Leno had a suggestion for the ngatCi[ellyf=gl s\
the crowd yucked it up, Kentucky Gov. [JEESCIEEIEULEIIEESLNCY
Ernie Fletcher (R) failed to see the humg
Fletcher sent Leno what the comedian
. i Letters indicate special/extraordinary sessions
described as a “terse letter” asking for Source: State Net, 7/30/04
equal time. Leno obliged and last week t
governor made his late night comedy debut...while carrying a Louisville Slugger

baseball bat. The governor probably disappointed several Bluegrass State resi-

dents when he presented the bat as a gift to Leno, who not only offered no apol-

ogies for his zingers, but also laid out a collection of equally cutting alternatives
to his “Got Teeth” comment. Leno dared Fletcher not to laugh when he said the
state’s new slogan could be, “Kentucky: For the last time, Deliverance took
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place in GEORGIA” or “Kentucky: The first state to recognize same-sibling
marriage.” Fletcher laughed but countered with suggestions of his own on how
Los Angeles, where the show is taped, could improve its often-troubled image.
Fletcher suggested. “LA: Come for the silicone, stay for the Botox” and “LA:
Married, divorced, remarried, all in about an hour.” But the appearance was no
laughing matter to the people working to market the Bluegrass State. A repre-
sentative of the marketing firm hired to coordinate the state’s branding campaign
said that “when you have negative stereotypes out there, as Kentucky has, you
have to take those on.” (COURIER JOURNAL [LOUISVILLE])

GOVERNORS IN BRIEF: Citing a need to stay home and work on his re-
election campaigiNDIANA Gov. Joe Kernan (D) became the first Hoosier
State governor in nearly 25 years to bypass the Democratic National Convention
(INDIANAPOLIS STAR). «CALIFORNIA Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger (R)
reaffirmed that he is considering calling for a special election next year to ask
voters to return the Golden State Legislature to a part-time basis. California is
one of only four states with full time lawmakers, the other three Déi@ddI-

GAN, NEW YORK andPENNSYLVANIA (WASHINGTON POST).

— Compiled by RICH EHISEN

Budget & taxes

ALIFORNIA PASSES BUDGET: The CALIFORNIA Legislature

passed a $105 billion state budget last week, ending a 26-day standoff

between lawmakers and Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger (R) that had
become heated in recent weeks. The plan calls for no new taxes — fulfilling one
of Schwarzenegger’s campaign pledges — but relies on billions of dollars in bor-
rowing to avoid most of the cuts in government services the governor had
requested. Lawmakers also rejected the deal the governor negotiated in June that
would have guaranteed future funding for local governments in exchange for
their acceptance of deep cuts over the next two years. That issue, which had con-
stituted the main sticking point in negotiations, was settled last Monday, when
legislative leaders agreed to require a two-thirds vote to borrow from cities and
counties and to limit such borrowing to twice every 10 years. Other major stum-
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bling blocks were overcome
when lawmakers resolved to
soften a law allowing workers tqg
sue their bosses over minor
labor violations and to postpon
talks over another law restrict-
ing school districts from con-
tracting with private companieg
for noninstructional services.
The agreement came just one
week after the governor had
appeared at a series of rallies,
during which he referred to
Democratic lawmakers as
“girlie men” and called on vot-

ers to remove them from office|

While most observers pointed t
State Controller Steve West-
ley’s announcement that he
would not be able to make the
month’s $500 million payment
to K-12 schools, community
colleges and transportation
agencies unless a budget was
passed as the reason for the s
den movement on negotiations
Senate President Pro Tem Joh
Burton (D) quipped that it was
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because he and his colleagues

Bird’s eye view
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Cheap government?

Most people would never call governance a

bargain, but perhaps they should. According

to the National Conference of State Legisla-

tures, the annual cost of running a state

legislature is $47.5 million, or only about .02 percent of all
state government spending. Not surprisingly, the most
expensive state legislature is in CALIFORNIA, where 120
full-time lawmakers oversee a population of 35.4 million.
With all those large staffs and lawmaker salaries starting at
$99,000, the Golden State spends $280 million a year on

ud-its legislative body, or $8 for each Californian. In contrast,

WYOMING's part-time legislature runs only $5.5 million a
year. The Equality State’s per person cost, however, is
almost $3-per-person higher at $10.99. The map below
shows the most and least expensive state legislatures.

“accepted the fact that we were really ‘girlie men.” The agreement ends the most
trying period in the governor’s eight months in office, which saw the first serious
criticism of his administration and a seven-point drop in his approval rating (from
64 percent two months ago to 57 percent). That largely explains why
Schwarzenegger, despite failing to get much of what he'd asked for, was charac-
teristically upbeat about the deal. “I said many times, when | was lifting weights
and shooting for a 500-pound lift and maybe ended up at 495, | was still happy to
get it done.” (USA TODAY, LOS ANGELES TIMES, SACRAMENTO BEE)
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NJ COURT ALLOWS UNCONSTITUTIONAL

. . . . Sl ol o gl

BUDGET: In an historic and contradictory ruling last i’q CLCESS
Monday, the NEW JERSEY Supreme Court declared G 5 [ﬂt € I\IT e t
James E. McGreevey’s (D) plan to balance the state b S S
get by borrowing $2.5 billion to be unconstitutional, bu

Use your personal

allowed the plan to stand. “Borrowed monies...are not login:[____]
income...and cannot be used for the purpose of fundin(EEEEEEIES I
balancing any portion of the budget,” the court ruled, To find:

effectively banning in New Jersey a practice that has @ Current status

become a national trend. The ruling marks the first tim |l JRaIRES
the state’s highest court has limited the governor’s buc
making power since the state adopted its current cons
tion in 1947. But the court stopped short of throwing ot
the current budget, fearing that the “resulting disruption to state government
would be great.” The justices also felt the governor and Legislature had “acted in
good faith” in attempting to balance the budget according to constitutional stan-
dards. While the court’s decision spares McGreevey from having to call the Leg-
islature into emergency session, it could pose significant problems for him in the
future; the state has faced major budget shortfalls every year since McGreevey
took office, and a $2 billion deficit is already projected for next year. In the
meantime, Republicans who brought the suit which led to last week’s court deci-
sion have begun calling on McGreevey to scrap his borrowing plan in order to
avoid operating under an “unconstitutional budget.” The downgrading of the
state’s credit rating by the three major Wall Street bond rating firms, Standard &
Poor’s, Fitch Ratings and Moody'’s Investors Service, two days after the court
issued its ruling has only fueled GOP criticism. But Democrats say they plan to
go ahead with their plan, contending it's the only way to provide the state’s resi-
dents with property tax relief while maintaining essential government services.
(NEWARK STAR-LEDGER)

BUDGETS IN BRIEF: INDIANA Gov. Joe Kernan (D) unveiled a new
property tax break in the final week of the 2004 session which would have lim-
ited Hoosiers’ property tax bills to no more than 2 percent of their home’s value.
But with the majority of those eligible for the break residing in two heavily-
Democratic counties which are key to Kernan’s bid for a full term this year,
Republicans rejected the proposal, calling it “politically motivated.” Administra-
tion officials had claimed the two counties were merely the ones hardest hit by
last year’s court-ordered property tax reassessment (INDIANAPOLIS STAR,
JOURNAL GAZETTE [FORT WAYNE], NORTHWEST INDIANA TIMES
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[MUNSTER], ASSOCIATED PRESS, JOURNAL AND COURIER [LAFAY-
ETTE]). «RHODE ISLAND Gov. Donald Carcieri (R) has asked Secretary of
State Matthew A. Brown if he will allow a ballot measure on a proposed casino in
November if the issue comes before him. That eventuality is dependent upon
whether the General Assembly overrides Carcieri’s veto of the casino legislation
and, to a lesser extent, on the state Supreme Court’s advisory ruling on the bill’s
constitutionality, which the governor requested last month. The deadline for plac-
ing items on the ballot is Aug. 4, but items can be removed until Aug. 19 (PROVI-
DENCE JOURNAL). «ILLINOIS Gov. Rod Blagojevich (D) signed legislation

that will allow residents participating in the state’s College lllinois! installment
plan to deduct up to $10,000 from their state income tax returns. More than 20,000
lllinois families will qualify for the tax break, which is expected to cost the state
about $700,000 (CHICAGO SUN-TIMES).

— Compiled by KOREY CLARK

Politics & Leadership

INE DIE : Despite conventional wisdom that says little can be accom-

plished in an election year, the 2004 session oMH8SOURI General

Assembly was viewed as a productive one by lawmakers on both sides of
the isle — for different reasons. Senate President Pro Tem Peter Kinder (R) said
lawmakers provided additional funding for public schools and colleges without
raising taxes and passed an economic development bill that will be a boon for
Kansas City. Kinder also praised his colleagues for stopping legislation for the
second year in a row that would have banned stem-cell research and hindered
work at a medical research facility in Kansas City. In contrast, Kinder's Demo-
cratic counterpart in the Senate, Minority Leader Ken Jacob felt the session was
productive because the Democrats “stopped a lot of bad (Republican) policy from
being imposed on the people of this state,” including deep cuts to Medicaid, pro-
business changes to the workers’ compensation program, and lawsuit reform that
would have restricted the ability of victims of wrongful injuries to sue (KANSAS
CITY STAR). «INDIANA lawmakers adjourned for the year on July 22, ending a
politically charged session which saw a partisan feud over gay marriage that para-
lyzed the House for days. The most significant casualty of the hostilities was Gov.
Joe Kernan'’s (D) full-day kindergarten proposal, which Republicans — smarting
over House Democrats’ refusal to even allow debate of a constitutional ban on gay
marriage — rejected in various incarnations. The Republicans also rejected Ker-
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nan’s last-minute effort to provide tax relief to

residents hit hard by last year’s court-ordered Q u Ote

property tax reassessments. Lawmakers did

manage to push some legislation through both “If they don’t have the

houses in spite of the tensions, however, includ-

guts to come up here in
front of you and say, ‘I

ing a bill that will grant civil immunity to gun don’t want to represent
owners whose weapons are stolen and later used/ou, | want to represent

in a crime; a measure creating a commission to those special interests,

consider pay increases for legislators, judges ancg/erS

the unions, the trial law-
If they don’t have

prosecutors; and a slew of economic-develop- the guts, | call them
ment proposals that were stuffed into a single  girlie men.”

bill (ASSOCIATED PRESS, JOURNAL AND

— CALIFORNIA Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger (R) chiding

COURIER [LAFAYETTE]). « TheALASKA Legislative Democrats that he
Legislature closed its 2004 session with a budget ~ claimed were catering to spe-

that significantly increased funding for K-12

cial interests during the state’s
annual budget battle.

education, but without a long-term fiscal plan, (ASSOCIATED PRESS)
which Gov. Frank Murkowski (R) had urged

lawmakers to pass to cover the state’s chronic budget shortfalls. Lawmakers also
came close to approving but ultimately failed to pass a 60-cents-per-pack tobacco
tax, a measure that will likely resurface next session. Legislators did, however,

pass more than a third of the 1,132 bills and resolutions introduced during the ses-

sion, covering such issues as Senate vacancies (HB 414), graduated drivers’
licenses (HB 213), senior health benefits (HB 374), fish and meat labeling (HJR
25 and HJR 32), end-of-life health care (HB 25) and open meetings law (HB 563)

(JUNEAU EMPIRE).

POLITICS IN BRIEF : Opponents of &ALIFORNIA proposition that
would mandate partisan primary elections asked a court last week to throw the
measure off the Nov. 2 ballot, contending it violates the state constitution’s single
subject requirement. The measure, Prop. 60 was placed on the ballot by lawmakers

... unguote

“We again proved that

working together, Demo-

crats and Republicans

working together, we can

do the impossible.”

— Schwarzenegger after lawmak-
ers had agreed on a budget.

(LOS ANGELES TIMES)

in June to counter another measure, Prop. 62, which
would establish nonpartisan primaries. To make
Prop. 60 more appealing to voters, lawmakers added
an unrelated provision allocating funds from the
sale of surplus state property toward paying down
the state’s debt. A ruling on the issue is expected
soon, with the Nov. ballot scheduled for printing

this month (SACRAMENTO BEE).

— Compiled by KOREY CLARK
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Hot Issues

USINESS A MISSOURI appeals court upholds a Show Me State

law that bars cities, counties and the state from suing gun manufactur-

ers who have legally sold their products. The decision stems from a
1999 suit brought by the city of St. Louis against several gunmakers (JEFFER-
SON CITY NEWS TRIBUNE). CALIFORNIA Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger
(R) vetoes SB 1492, legislation that would have exempted the state’s natural hot
springs from the same kind of regulations that govern public swimming pools and
spas. The governor said local officials should be allowed to decide what bodies of
water in their areas are covered by the state regulations (LOS ANGELES
TIMES). « PENNSYLVANIA Attorney General Jerry Pappert files suit against
the nation’s largest maker of bulletproof vests, claiming the company hid infor-
mation about life-threatening flaws while still heavily marketing in the state. The
suit asks for reimbursement for police departments that bought the suspect vests
(PITTSBURGH POST-GAZETTE).

CRIME & PUNISHMENT : TheMASSACHUSETTS Supreme Judicial
Court orders the state to free poor criminal defendants if they are not provided a
lawyer within seven days, and to dismiss any charges entirely if defendants go 45
days without a lawyer. The court blamed “chronic underfunding” of legal services
to the poor for a lack of attorneys willing to take on cases involving indigent
clients. Lawyers had asked the court to simply raise the pay rates for such cases,
but the justices ruled that any pay hikes should be a function of the Legislature
(BOSTON GLOBE, BOSTON HERALD). » Wildlife officials INORTH
CAROLINA institute strict new fines for anyone caught shooting game from a
public road, shooting game from a motor vehicle or carrying a loaded gun in a
motor vehicle. The punishment grows from a $50 fine per offense to $1,000 and a
loss of the perpetrator’s hunting license (RUTLAND HERALD).

EDUCATION : Education officials ilLLINOIS drop mandatory writing and
social studies exams for Prairie State students. The decision is expected to save the
cash-strapped state more than $6 million per year. The state’s board of education
will continue to test students in reading, math and science (NORTHWEST
HERALD [CHICAGOQO]). « A federal appeals court rules tMICHIGAN’s high
school sports seasons are discriminatory against girls and must be realigned. The
ruling focuses primarily on girls’ basketball and volleyball. In most states, girls play
volleyball in the fall and basketball in the winter. Michigan is one of three states —
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HAWAII andRHODE ISLAND being the others

— where those seasons are reversed. The court I n th e H O p p e r

the current schedule causes female athletes to
out on national tournaments and hinders them frqESIEICINE SN El LR el CR I RYe]

being recruited for college sports (TOLEDO thousands of bills in all 50 states at
BLADE) any given time. Here’s a snapshot of

what's in the legislative works:

Number of prefiles/intros

ENVIRONMENT : The attorneys general of this week: 852

six Northeastern states MASSACHUSETTS,
DELAWARE, CONNECTICUT, NEW JER- Number of prefiles/intros
SEY, RHODE ISLAND andNEW YORK — file overall in 2004: 117,249
suit against the federal Environmental Protectio Number of bills enacted/
Agency. The suit claims that new regulations on adopted this week: 328
how power plants manage the water they use w
degrade water in local waterways and harm
the environment (BOSTON GLOBE)NEW
MEXICO fish and game officials recommend th
two new species, one amphibian and one reptile,

. . — Compiled By GINA HUMMELL
placed on the state’s endangered species list. A (2003-04 data current as of 7/23/04
species is considered endangered if it is conside Source:State Net
likely to disappear completely from the state without conservation efforts (SANTA
FE NEW MEXICAN).

Number enacted/adopted
overall in 2004: 23,418

Total number of measures in
State Net database: 186,237

HEALTH : TheMICHIGAN Supreme Court rules that the Wolverine State’s
tort-damages cap must be applied to wrongful-death lawsuits where the underlying
claim is medical malpractice. The decision overturns a lower court ruling that
granted a medical malpractice plaintiff’s estate a $10 million judgment against her
doctor (CRAIN'S DETROIT BUSINESS).ALABAMA public health officials
announce they will continue to offer the “morning-after” birth control pill at health
clinics despite being told by federal health officials that they are not required to do
so. Heart of Dixie officials have been under increasing pressure from pro-life and
religious groups to stop dispersing the pills, which many conservative groups liken
to abortion (BIRMINGHAM NEWS).

SOCIAL POLICY : ALASKA Gov. Frank Murkowski (R) signs SB 30, legis-
lation that establishes a state-run Web site that provides information about fetal
development, including links to photographs of “typical” unborn children. Women
seeking an abortion will also need to certify in writing that their physician either
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gave them specific information from the site or provided them with similar infor-
mation that meets the state standard (ANCHORAGE DAILY NEWS).

POTPOURRI: TEXAS officials say they will not honor concealed handgun
permits issued iMISSOURI because the Show Me State allows permits to be
issued before applicants have passed a background check (KANSAS CITY
STAR). « ALASKA Gov. Frank Murkowski (R) signs legislation that establishes
a new provisional driver’s license for drivers between the ages of 16 and 18. The
new license will allow teens to drive alone, but bars them from driving with any-
one younger than 21 who is not a family member. It will also bar them from driv-
ing between 1 and 5 a.m. unless they are with a parent or legal guardian
(ANCHORAGE DALY NEWS).

— Compiled by RICH EHISEN

Once around
the statehouse lightly

OT-SO-SILVER BULLET. Any day now, headlines across FLORIDA

could read, “Shamu Murders Mickey Mouse; Donald Duck Missing.”

That's because their respective theme parks are locked in a death grip
over construction of a bullet train from Tampa to Orlando. As noted by The Associ-
ated Press, Sea World Orlando — home to the world famous killer whale — is upset
that the train is slated to bypass it and instead drop tourists seven miles away at the
Central Florida Greenway, which happens to be on property owned by Disney
World. The decision to plop the terminal next door to Disney was made, say author- o
ities, because twice as many visitors come to see Mickey Mouse as pay respects to L
Shamu. Shamu’s response? A ballot measure designed to kill the entire rail project. ®

It could go before voters this November. 0
o

OKAY. YOU TRY IT. Three weeks ago, officer Jesse Lee had to face downan @
animal that none of his colleagues with the FLORIDA Fish and Wildlife Conserva-  _
tion Commission had ever encountered in thedwit a 600-pound “house cat.” The %
feline, a Bengal tiger named “Bobo,” was the property of actor Steve Sipek and had 2
escaped from its five-acre compound. Lee and others, including Sipek, were in pur- g
suit when Lee caught up with Bobo in some brush. Accordinfite Miami Herald g
Lee called for help but Bobo charged before another officer could arrive with tran- &
(%)



quilizer darts. Lee had only a pistol, which he fired five times, killing Bobo. Since
that incident, Lee has been branded an “animal murderer” and harassed with death
threats. Last week, the Commission cleared him of wrongdoing. It took two weeks to
determine that Lee was justified in defending himself against a tiger?

ADIEU. He has been a “presence” in the political career of former CALIFOR-
NIA Gov. Jerry Brown for more than 30 years, but last week Jacques Barzaghi was
canned from his job as “advisor-whatever” to Brown, now the mayor of Oakland and
an announced candidate for state attorney general in 2006. Accordind.tsthe
Angeles Timed$arzaghi — a former soldier in the French Foreign Legion — was
accused of trying to push his 30-year-old wife down a flight of stairs. His explana-
tion: She pushed first. That final straw came on top of a previous suspension for
alleged sexual harassment. Barzaghi, 66, first signed on with Brown in 1971 after the
pair met at a dinner party. During Brown'’s tenure as governor (1975-1983), Barzaghi
was Brown’s alter ego and at the center of often-bizarre stories. After Brown became
mayor of Oakland, Barzaghi headed the city’s arts program where, true to form, he
named his tattooist to the Cultural Arts Commission.

WITH FRIENDS LIKE THIS. A politician often is judged by the friends he or
she keeps, and in the case of NEW JERSEY Gov. James McGreevey, all is not well.
Seems that one of his top contributors was recently charged in a criminal complaint
thatThe New York Timd#ens to the plot of an Elmore Leonard novel. According to
the paper, the contributor tried to hire prostitutes to entice a pair of potential wit-
nesses in a federal investigation into sexually compromising situations. The two tar-
gets were the contributor’s brother-in-law and his accountant. The accountant
declined; the brother-in-law did not and his soiree was recorded on a hidden camera.
A McGreevey spokeswoman says the governor is “saddened” by the allegations.
Didn’t say whether he was sad because his pal is accused, or because his pal is his
pal.

ONLY IN VEGAS. Higher education prepares students for all walks of life, but
those who attend classes in NEVADA have a leg up when it comes to the entertain-
ment industry. According to thieas Vegas Review-Journdhe Univ. of Nevada, Las
Vegas (UNLV) will offer a minor this fall in Entertainment Engineering and Design.
The goal eventually is to offer a graduate degree in the program. The advantages to
UNLV having this program? Where else can professors avail themselves of experts
who create water jets and dancing flames?

— By A.G. BLOCK
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